FB 072521 The Bible is Our Answer Book 1 Corinthians 7

1 Corinthians 7 (KJV) 1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is
good for a man not to touch a woman. 2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let
every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband. 3 Let
the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto
the husband. 4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 5 Defraud
ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you not
for your incontinency. 6 But I speak this by permission, and not of commandment.
7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man hath his proper gift
of God, one after this manner, and another after that.

8 I say therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide
even as [. 9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than
to burn.

10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife depart
from her husband: 11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be
reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife.

12 But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not,
and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 And the woman
which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let
her not leave him. 14 For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the
unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but
now are they holy. 15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a
sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace. 16 For
what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest
thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?

17 But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so
let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches. 18 Is any man called being
circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision?
let him not be circumcised. 19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is
nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 20 Let every man abide in
the same calling wherein he was called. 21 Art thou called being a servant? care not
for it: but if thou mayest be made free, use it rather. 22 For he that is called in the
Lord, being a servant, is the Lord's freeman: likewise also he that is called, being
free, is Christ's servant. 23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of
men. 24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, therein abide with God.
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25 Now concerning virgins | have no commandment of the Lord: yet I give my
judgment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. 26 I suppose
therefore that this is good for the present distress, I say, that it is good for a man so
to be. 27 Art thou bound unto a wife? seek not to be loosed. Art thou loosed from a
wife? seek not a wife. 28 But and if thou marry, thou hast not sinned; and if a virgin
marry, she hath not sinned. Nevertheless such shall have trouble in the flesh: but I
spare you.

29 But this I say, brethren, the time is short: it remaineth, that both they that have
wives be as though they had none; 30 And they that weep, as though they wept not;
and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and they that buy, as though they
possessed not; 31 And they that use this world, as not abusing it: for the fashion of
this world passeth away.

32 But I would have you without carefulness. He that is unmarried careth for the
things that belong to the Lord, how he may please the Lord: 33 But he that is
married careth for the things that are of the world, how he may please his wife. 34
There is difference also between a wife and a virgin. The unmarried woman careth
for the things of the Lord, that she may be holy both in body and in spirit: but she
that 1s married careth for the things of the world, how she may please her husband.
35 And this I speak for your own profit; not that I may cast a snare upon you, but
for that which is comely, and that ye may attend upon the Lord without distraction.
36 But if any man think that he behaveth himself uncomely toward his virgin, if she
pass the flower of her age, and need so require, let him do what he will, he sinneth
not: let them marry. 37 Nevertheless he that standeth stedfast in his heart, having no
necessity, but hath power over his own will, and hath so decreed in his heart that he
will keep his virgin, doeth well. 38 So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth
well; but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better.

39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be
dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 40 But she
is happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit
of God.

I. Practical Questions

1 Corinthians 7:1 “Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It i1s good
for a man not to touch a woman.

A. Why do we have practical questions?

1. Society’s views
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2. Satan’s influence
a. Physical needs — came to Jesus after fasting
b. Emotional Needs — came to Jesus when alone
¢. Weakness of our flesh — came to Jesus with natural desires and
promises of fulfillment
3. Spirit’s conviction

B. Where do we go for answers
1. Word of God (here God inspires Paul to answer not only for the
Corinthians but also us)
Psalms 119:105 (KJV) 105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet,
and a light unto my path.
2. Godly Men
Hebrews 13:17 (KJV) 17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and
submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is
unprofitable for you.
3. Godly mentors
Proverbs 16:31 (KJV) 31 The hoary head is a crown of glory, if it be
found in the way of righteousness.

I1. Principles Guidance
A. Principles of PURITY

1 Thessalonians 3:11- 4:1 (KJV) “Now God himself and our Father, and our
Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you. 12 And the Lord make you to
increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as
we do toward you: 13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in
holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all his saints. 1 Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort
you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk
and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.”

Chuck Colson said "Holiness is the everyday business of every Christian. It
evidences itself in the decisions we make and the things we do, hour by hour,
day by day. "



Chuck Swindoll said “The ultimate, telltale sign of a low view of personal
holiness is that we no longer blush when we find wrong. Instead, we make
jokes about it. We reclothe immorality and make it appear funny. And if we
don't laugh, we're considered prudes . . . we're weird . . . we're kind of
crotchety.

The old saying:

Sow a thought, and you reap an act;
Sow an act, and you reap a habit;

Sow a habit, and you reap a character;
Sow a character, and you reap a destiny.

Jonathan Edwards, one of the great preachers of early American history, once
made this resolution: "Resolved, Never to do any thing, which | should be
afraid to do if it were the last hour of my life."

B. Principles of Partnership (Life is not about me!)

Genesis 2:18 (KJV) 18 And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man
should be alone; | will make him an help meet for him.

Genesis 3:16 (KJV) 16 Unto the woman he said, | will greatly multiply thy
sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy
desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.

C. Principles of Purpose

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 (KJV) 19 What? know ye not that your body is the
temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are
not your own? 20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

What does it mean to glorify God?



S. Michael Houdmann explains it this way:

“To glorify someone means to bestow honor, praise or admiration on
them. People tend to glorify other people. Athletes are glorified for
their physical talents and championships. Political leaders are
glorified for their leadership. Unfortunately, we are often
disappointed by these all too human objects of glory. We discover
that the glorified athlete cheated and the glorified politician lied. The
problem is that we have exchanged the glory of the incorruptible and
immortal God for the glory of corruptible and mortal man (Romans
1:22-23). Instead of glorifying God, the fountain of living waters, we
glorify the broken cisterns of man (Jeremiah 2:13). Only God is
worthy of all glory.

1. Declare who God is and what He has done
2. Demonstrate how God changes me

II1. Path of Fulfillment

1 Corinthians 7:38-40 (KJV) 38 So then he that giveth her in marriage doeth well;
but he that giveth her not in marriage doeth better.

39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her husband liveth; but if her husband be
dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom she will; only in the Lord. 40 But she

1s happier if she so abide, after my judgment: and I think also that I have the Spirit
of God.

A. Note the contrast - marriage is good and intended for life

Hebrews 13:4 (KJV) 4 Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled:
but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.

B. Singleness has a place for some to serve in times and places of hardship
Jeremiah 16:1-2 (KJV) 1 The word of the LORD came also unto me, saying, 2
Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons or daughters in
this place.



1. Jeremiah knew he was called by God for a specific purpose, and
he took his calling seriously.

2. Jeremiah wanted to please God at his own expense.
3. Jeremiah trusted that God knew what was best for him.
4. Jeremiah saw things from God's perspective and not his own.

5. Jeremiah focused on the eternal instead of the temporal.

C. Both offer a life of fulfillment

Jeremiah 29:11 (KJV) 11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you,
saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected
end.



